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A-46  FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  APPLES 


THE  AUSTRAL  AS  I  AN  APPLE  CROP 


American  apples  will  encounter  serious  competition  in  British 
markets  from  the  Australasian  crop,  beginning  about  .april  15th,  and  only 
the  very  choicest  of  American  fruit  "ill  find  a  place  in  the  markets  after 
that  date,  according  to  a  report  from  Edwin.  Smith,  the  Departments  Fruit 
Specialist  in  Europe.    The  Australian  crop,  both  in  Tasmania  and  on  the 
Australian  mainland,  is  large  this  year,  and  it  is  also  reported  to  be  of 
good  quality. 

The  first  refrigerator  ship  (S.S.  MALOJA)  to  carry  this  yearTs 
fruit  crop,  sailed  from  Melbourne  on  February  16th  and  will  land  her  cargo, 
made  up  of  plums  and  pears,  in  London  during  the  last  week  in  March.  The 
first  apples  are  expected  to  arrive  the  week  following.    The  first  size- 
able fruit  cargo  is  that  of  the  S.S.  CATHAY  (81,000  boxes),  arriving  in 
London  about  the  middle  of  April.    Heavy  cargoes  of  apples  are  to  be 
loaded  immediately  after  March  12th.     The  very  first  arrivals  will  be 
Jonathans.     These  usually  present  an  immature  appearance,  but  sell  fairly 
well  because  of  their  novelty. 

The  February  1st  apple  crop  prospects  in  New  Zealand,  Tasufctiixa  and 
Australia  together  with  estimated  shipments  were  reported  as  follows  by 
the  London  office  of  the  Overseas  Farmers'  Co-operative  Federations  Ltd.: 

"TASMANIA:  Good,  clean  crop, 

Shipments  to  U.K   1,552,000  Boxes 

VICTORIA:  Good  crop 

Shipments  to  U.K   632,000  " 

S.  AUSTRALIA:    Excellent  crop 

Shipments  to  U.K   270,000  « 

W.  AUSTRALIA:     Shortage  of  15$  to  2C$  mostly 
of  Dunns  and  Cleos . 

Shipments  to  U.K,    296,000  " 

NEW  ZEALAND;      Good  crop 

Shipments  to  U.K.    310,000  " 

TOTAL    3,060,000  " 

"All  figures  are  rather  in  excess  of  last  season,  with  the  exception 
of  'Jest  Australia,  which  is  practically  the  same.  The  total  last  year  from 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  was  about  2,350,000  boxes," 


